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Hidden Backyard Gems 
Architectural Wonders 

One Day Tour ~ Wednesday, May 6, 2026 
 
 

Often the most amazing things are hidden in plain sight.  We go about our daily lives and pass by the most wonderous 
hidden treasures right in our own backyard.  Intimately nestled in a Ridgewood neighborhood lies the magnificent modern 
home of the avant garde landscape architect James Rose.  We’ll hear his fascinating history while being amazed by his 
creation that epitomizes the fusion of indoor and outdoor spaces with a rare design allowing for changes in the 
environment.  This will be a rare chance to step inside a most brilliant, inventive space, one that cannot be described by 
mere words.  “Some people think of the landscape as something out there, unrelated to what happens inside them…this 
is blindness” – James Rose.  Since it’s a lovely summer day, let’s enjoy an included deli style lunch by Lake Parsippany.  
Now we move onto another piece of wonderful, local architecture that encompasses the most complete expression of 
Craftsman style at the Stickley Museum at Craftsman Farms.  It’s here where we’ll tour the family home and original 
furnishings as we experience Gustav Stickley’s ideas about the impact of architecture, design, and landscape on a 
meaningful life.  Now when we all return home, we’ll want to re-do our houses!    © 2025 The Educated Wanderer 
 

       James Rose Center                                   \             

No reservations accepted without a payment of $185 per person.  Make checks payable to "Group Tours & Travel” and mail 
to the above address.  A full refund will be granted if canceled prior April 3, 2026.  No refund will be granted on a cancellation that 
occurs after April 3, 2026.  Group Tours is not responsible for any delays, cancellations, injuries or circumstances beyond its control 
and reserves the right to change this itinerary. All trip components are subject to change in accordance with Government, State, and 
Local guidelines and/or mandates.  This tour will run rain or shine.  For a more complete list of tours and pictures, visit our website 
at www.educatedwanderer.com. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Hidden Backyard Gems ~ 1 Day Tour ~ Wednesday, May 6, 2026 
 

Please reserve _____ seat(s). The enclosed check is for $_____________ #3375 
 

Name(s):           Phone:     
 

Address:           Zip Code    
 

I will depart from South Plainfield_____  I will depart from Morris Plains______ I will depart from Ridgewood _________ 
 

Email confirmation of registration: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Departs South Plainfield High School at the end of Lane 
Ave at 8:00 AM and returns at approximately 6:15 PM 
 
Departs Morris Plains Community Center, 51 Jim Fear Dr. 
at 8:45 AM and returns at approximately 4:30 PM 
 
Departs Ridgewood Graydon Pool South Lot – across 
Linwood Ave on the field side at 9:45 AM and returns 
approximately 5:15 PM 
 

Cars may be parked at all locations at your own risk. 
 

 


